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The Great European Treaties of the Nineteenth Century. Edited by 
Sir Augustus Oakes, C. B., lately of the Foreign Office, and K. B. 
Mowat, M.A., Fellow and Assistant Tutor of Corpus Christi Col- 
lege, Oxford; with an Introduction by Sir H. Earle Richards, 
K.C.S.I., K.C., B.C.L., MA., Fellow of All Souls College and 
Chichele Professor of International Law and Diplomacy in the 
University of Oxford, Associate of the Institute of International 
Law. Oxford: at the Clarendon Press. 1918, pp. xii, 403. $3.40 

This book may be described as a Hertslet in miniature — no small 
praise, indeed, for the monumental Map of Europe by Treaty is the 
indispensable starting-point for all who seek to know of the territorial 
changes in Europe during the past century. The authors give the 
texts of the principal political treaties, beginning with that of Vienna, 
to that of Bucharest, more than a score in all, nearly all of them as 
given by Hertslet. Documents other than treaties are also given, e. g., 
the Constitution of the German Empire and the Anglo-Belgian mili- 
tary conversations of 1906. The treaties and conventions are arranged 
under the following topics : "The Restoration of Europe," "The Inde- 
pendence of Greece," "The Kingdom of Belgium, Turkey and the 
Powers of Europe," "The Danish Duchies," "The Union of Italy, 
Austria and Prussia," "The Grand Duchy of Luxemburg," "The 
Franco-Prussian War," "Turkey, Russia and the Balkan States," 
and "The Triple Alliance." In an appendix appears "The Treaty 
of San Stef ano. ' ' It will thus be observed that the purely law-making 
treaties have been omitted. Under each topic is a succinct, careful, 
and uniformly temperate account of the diplomacy leading up to and 
following each treaty. Prefixed to the whole is an excellent chapter 
on the conclusion of treaties. 

The atmosphere of the book is throughout one of dependability. 
The proof has been carefully read and few errors are observable. The 
date of the founding of Odessa is given once (p. 102) as 1790, and 
again (p. 164) as 1794, the latter being correct. To state baldly that 
Luxemburg is bound by the Salic law (without noting the exception 
provided by the Nassau family arrangement of 1783) is confusing to 
the casual reader, who might find it difficult to account for the tenure 
of the present and previous grand duchesses. To say (p. 247) that 
"Saxony, Bavaria, Wurtemberg, Baden, and Hesse-Cassel threw in 
their lot with Austria" in 1866 is, of course, literally correct, espe- 
cially in view of King George's protestations of neutrality, but the 
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statement leaves one in the dark as to Hanover and Nassau, titles to 
which Prussia successfully maintained as founded upon conquest. 
The narrative might also have been made more clear as to the attitude 
of Great Britain upon the question of the Danish Duchies following 
Earl Russell's circular of 1865, to the effect that by the Convention 
of Gastein "the dominion of Force is the sole pcwer acknowledged 
and regarded." Russell's earlier fortiter in modo and suaviter in re 
toward Russia no doubt led Bismarck rightly to believe that Great 
Britain would not actively interfere against the schemes of Prussia 
by which were laid the foundations of German sea-power. 

Considering the compression and self-restraint of the narrative 
and the generally excellent choice of treaties presented, one will 
hardly cavil at omissions, but surely the book would not have been 
unduly extended had it included the Treaty of Lausanne of 1912. To 
have clauses III, IV, and VII of the Triple Alliance Treaty as renewed 
in 1903 (the text appeared in the London Times for June 1, 1915) is, 
however, some compensation. There are ten full-page maps to illus- 
trate the text. 

In his introduction, Professor Richards elaborates the general 
proposition that treaties are terminated by war. The exceptions, how- 
ever, are so numerous that the statement of the so-called general rule 
avails little. Many will share with Professor Richards his dislike of 
the terms transitory and dispositive as applied to treaties, yet not all 
lawyers will agree that the suggested substitute (executed treaties) 
is quite synonymous with the former adjectives. 

The aim of the authors "to present an historical summary of the 
international position at the time of each treaty; to state the points 
at issue and the contentions of the parties, and so to make readily 
accessible the materials on which international lawyers have to work," 
has been successfully achieved notwithstanding the limitations of 
space. The result is an extremely useful and reliable book. 

J. S. Reeves 

The Question of the BospJiorus and Dardanelles. By Coleman Phil- 
lipson and Noel Buxton. London : Stevens & Haynes. 1917, pp. 
264. 12/6. 

World politics is fast becoming a fascinating study to every wide- 
awake man of today. Questions of which he had never heard and 
places which formerly seemed as remote as the moon, are now the daily 



